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About this Award

Named after one of SPARC BC’s founding directors, the Deryck Thomson
Award was established in 1991 by the SPARC BC Board of Directors to
recognize individuals or organizations making a significant contribution
to social planning and social justice in BC. This award is given annually
to individuals or organizations that share our values and commitment to

working to build a just and healthy society for all.

Eligibility

Individuals or organizations to be considered for the Deryck Thomson
Award include those who have contributed to:

¢ Building or enhancing community capacity and community
well-being and supporting innovation contributing to
positive change for people and communities;

¢ Advocating for equity, fairness, and dignity for all through
inclusion, integrity and learning;

¢ Advancing policies orinitiatives that integrate social, cultural
economic, and environmental planning, decision-making
and action;

¢ Advocating forimproved social policies and programs;

¢ Ensuring that those who are most affected by decisions
have a voice in determining and implementing policies and
programs that impact them and their families;

¢ Raising public awareness and consciousness about the

importance of social and community well-being.

people. planning. positive change.




Past Individual Awards Recipients

Jason DaSilva, Director, Writer, Activist

Brandon Hughes, BC Rural Network

John Talbot, Community Social Planning

Mabel Jean Rawlins, Victoria Community Planning Council

Alex Michalos, Community Planning Council of Prince George
Michael Clague, former Executive Director, SPARC BC

Elizabeth (Bunny) Shannon, Comox Valley Social Planning Council
Cindy Carson, Provincial Coordinator First Call

Randy Lambright, Social Planner, City of Kamloops

Walter Paetkau, Abbotsford Community Services Society

Eugene and Rhoda Kaellis, New Westminster

Phyllis Bentley, Penticton

Sandra Hensen, Penticton & District Community Resources Society
Paul Taylor, Carnegie Newsletter Editor, Vancouver

Laura Acton, Victoria

Sharon Burdenluk, Healthy Communities, Fort St James

Dorothy Livingston, Victoria

Ms Patsy George, Ministry of Social Services, Victoria

Mavis Henry, Community Worker, Pauguachin Band

About SPARC BC

Social Justice:

Inclusion:

Integrity:

Learning:
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