COMMUNITY EXTRAS

The Second BC/Yukon Aboriginal Forum on
Homelessness Research
The Forum brought together well over one hundred participants from across BC and
the Yukon to discuss the future of research and action on Aboriginal homelessness,
writes Frances Tang-Graham.
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Reporting Out. Rain Daniels facilitates a discussion during the closing plenary at the second BC/Yukon Aboriginal Forum
on Homelessness Research.

First Nations Statistical Institute. He explained
that if homeless populations were adequately
captured in the census, more funding and programs would be allocated to address the issue.
“Used in the right context, statistics can be a
powerful tool for social change.”
As the one-day forum progressed it became
apparent that a great deal of healing was needed
to help redress the inter-generational trauma
imposed by Canada’s colonial policies. Small
group discussions focused on a variety of issues,
including the impact of residential schools,
youth, women, Northern communities, healing
and wellness, and participatory research models.
Participants noted that a tendency exists to fixate on the negative aspects of Aboriginal life,
without acknowledging the immense strength

and richness of Aboriginal culture. In addition,
many attendees expressed the belief that homelessness could only be addressed through a longterm, collaborative process, one which could
only be built on a foundation of trust.
The organizers hope that forum was only a
first step in this process. Based on the conference goals and the information gathered at the
event, a series of workshops and “kitchen table”
discussions will help communities to follow up
on a sustainable local level. Research guidebooks
are also in development that will help communities take ownership of and regulate the research
process. The intention of these steps is to ensure
that research actually benefits communities and
that knowledge does not lead to an imbalance of
power. ■
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