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Access Awareness Day

April 2017

Advancing Accessibility Together
June 3, 2017 marks SPARC BC’s 20th annual Access Awareness Day! Access Awareness Day gives each of us an 
opportunity to look at our community and to think about how to make it more accessible and inclusive for 
everyone.  The theme for this year’s Access Awareness Day is “Accessible Communities are Inclusive 
Communities”. As part of this year’s focus, our goal is to draw attention to the different ways that communities 
can come together to promote greater accessibility and inclusion. The series of posters enclosed as part of this 
letter show the many different ways that accessibility is part of community life.

There are a number of different ways that your community can take part in Access Awareness Day.  This includes 
passing a proclamation, hosting an accessibility event, or sharing information about some of your recent efforts to 
help make your community as accessible and inclusive as possible. As part of this package of materials we have 
also included a survey to learn more about local accessibility priorities and the types of accessibility initiatives that 
you have been able to implement in your community.  Please take a few minutes to complete our survey and 
share your thoughts.
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 Access Awareness Day 2017
 Accessible communities are inclusive communities

Every year, communities come together to celebrate Access Awareness Day. Access Awareness Day 
is always celebrated on the first Saturday in June. Access Awareness Day provides each of us with 
the opportunity to think about the different ways that we can come together to make our 
communities more accessible and inclusive for everyone.  In June 2016, there were 43  communities 
which joined SPARC BC in celebrating Access Awareness Day! Add your name in 2017 

       Join our list of community leaders and champions for 2017!
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Accessible communities make a real difference in the lives of 
people with disabilities; it is more than physical access and 
technical devices which make life easier for someone with a 
disability; access is also about equal opportunity including 
the opportunity to fully engage in community life.  

"

"
Join us in celebrating Access Awareness Day on June 3, 2017 



The theme for this year's Access Awareness Day is Accessible Communities are Inclusive Communities. There are a number 
of different ways to celebrate Access Awareness Day...

• PASS A PROCLAMATION: Recognize the role that we all play in ensuring that our communities are as accessible
and inclusive as possible.

• COMPLETE OUR COMMUNITY ACCESSIBILITY SURVEY: Share your insights about the different ways that your
community has been able to advance local accessibility-related initaitives.

• HOST AN ACCESS AWARENESS EVENT: Bring people together from across your community to host an Access
Awareness Day event - share with us your stories and ideas about the different ways that we can come together to
advance and support greater accessibility within our communities.

• SHARE YOUR LOCAL SUCCESS STORIES: Drop us a line or share a local success story which reflects how your
community, or members of your community, have embraced the true spirit of accessibility and inclusion.

How to Celebrate Access Awareness Day!

Participate in our SPARC BC and BC Parks  Accessibility Survey!
BC Parks manages over 1,000 protected areas in BC from picnic areas and campgrounds to vast wilderness parks.  SPARC BC is 
working with BC Parks to learn more about how people with mobility limitations use BC Parks.  The feedback received through the 
survey will help BC Parks learn about the different ways they can become more accessible.  

To learn more about this initiative or to 
participate in the survey please send an email 
to mycommunity@sparc.bc.ca.



About SPARC BC 

SPARC BC has a 50 year history of working with people and communities across 

B.C. to build a more just and healthy society for all.  This includes our work in the 

delivery of the Parking Permit Program for People with Disabilities as well as our 

work in conducting research, leading public education campaigns and partnering 

with community groups, municipalities and others to help advance accessibility and 

inclusion across B.C. 

Resources and Funding Available to Advance Accessibility-Related Initiatives
Age-Friendly Communities  
The Age-Friendly grant program provides grants of up to $20,000 to local governments to support age-
friendly planning, policy development and implementation. www.gov.bc.ca/agefriendly

Healthy Communities Capacity Building Grants for Local Governments  
The Healthy Communities Capacity Building Grants support local government learning about the 
community context for health and well-being, partnership development between sectors, collaborative 
priority setting for health and well-being in local planning and policy, and innovative action to influence 
local health outcomes. www.planh.ca

Guidelines: Applying for a Community Gaming Grant  
A variety of gaming grants are available to communities through the Ministry of Finance Community 
Gaming Grants program. Guidelines to apply and details regarding applications and timeframes are available 
on the website. www.gaming.gov.bc.ca 

Home Adaptations for Independence (HAFI)  
The Home Adaptations for Independence (HAFI) program provides financial assistance to help eligible low-
income seniors and people with disabilities in British Columbia to continue to live in the comfort of their 
home. www.bchousing.org/hafi

Choice in Supports for Independent Living (CSIL)  
A self-managed care option for home support services where funds are provided to eligible clients to 
purchase and manage their own home support services. www.viha.ca/hcc/services 

Federal Enabling Accessibility Fund – Community Accessibility Stream  
The Community Accessibility Stream of the Enabling Accessibility Fund is designed to provide funding to 
eligible recipients for projects that improve accessibility in communities across Canada. www.esdc.gc.ca

Quality of Life Program – Rick Hansen Foundation  
Grants to help remove barriers to participation in community life. www.rickhansen.com/What-We-Do/
Quality-of-Life 

Social Development for Disability Programs  
The Disability Component of the Social Development Partnerships Program (SDPP-D) supports projects 
intended to improve the participation and integration of people with disabilities in all aspects of Canadian 
society. www.esdc.gc.ca/eng/disability/index.shtml

Sports-related grant programs  
ViaSport administers sport-related grant programs funded by the government of BC that encourage sport 
participation and healthy living, develop high-performance athletes and improve delivery of sport and 
recreation programs to benefit all residents. www.viasport.ca/grant-funding-programs




