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Community indicators are powerful planning tools. They can assist  communit ies to
ident ify needs, plan for the future, and init iate t ransformat ion that  can lead to
improved health and well-being. The use of  indicators in community development
init iat ives across Brit ish Columbia is on the rise.

This publicat ion builds on the enthusiasm displayed during the Social Planning
and Research Council of  BCÕs workshop, ÒUsing Social Indicators in Community
DevelopmentÓ held at  the 2002 Community Development  Inst itute in Prince George.
It  provides informat ion about  a w ide range of  excit ing indicator-related projects
taking place across BC and also highlights a number of  nat ional and global init iat ives
and other valuable resources. It  is meant  to provide informat ion to individuals and
groups who are considering the use of  indicators in their project  or community work,
or those already engaged in work involving indicators and are curious to know about
other projects or approaches taking place provincially or nat ionally.  A number of
quotes have been included that  share some lessons learned f rom the various
init iat ives included in this guide.

Though each approach is unique, there are a number of  key elements that  can
assist  in designing an indicator project  w ith staying power. Some of  these include
involving a broad range of  community representat ives f rom the incept ion of  the
project  and throughout  each step of  the process in order to build a sense of
ownership and commitment . Indicators should be chosen that  have reliable sources of
data that  can be collected over t ime. The project  should also involve inst itut ions and
decision-makers who have the power and inf luence to carry the project  forward and
who can assist  in implement ing the changes ident if ied by the community for the
community.

SPARC BC would like to express our sincere thanks to all the individuals and
organizat ions who took t ime to provide the informat ion that  has been included in
this Resource Guide. If  your project  has not  been included, please let  us know and it
w ill be included in the next  edit ion of  the Guide.

We hope that  you f ind Too ls f o r  Change: BC Com m uni t y  Ind icat ors Resource
Guide a worthwhile resource for the development  of   future indicator projects.
SPARC BC welcomes any feedback you may have.

Please contact  Jim Sands if  you have any quest ions or comments by:

PHONE 604-718-7742

FAX 604-736-8897

EMAIL jsands@sparc.bc.ca

INTRODUCTION
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

The biggest

revelation for us

was when we looked

at the statistics and

realized that they

probably didnÕt tell

the whole story

Comox Valley Quality of  Life Project
Comox Valley Social Planning Society
489 Old Island Hwy., Courtenay, BC V9N 3P5

CONTACT E.M. (Bunny) Shannon
(Phone) 250-335-2003   (Fax) 250-335-1117

EMAIL bunny@island.net

WEB www.cvsocialplanning@iscn.ca
www.valleylinks.net /communityservices/spcweb~2.shtml

DESCRIPTION Created a bank of  baseline data for the ComoxValley w ith which
to measure ourselves and our community well being, based to
some extent  on 1996 Stat ist ics Canada data

STATUS Completed 2002; report  being updated and enhanced with
ant icipated complet ion July 2004

AREA Comox Valley

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Broad range Steering Commit tee of  community agencies and
individuals

SELECTION Gathered ideas through several open public meet ings facilitated
by the Steering Commit tee, narrowed the list  down to something
that  was thought  to be achievable

PRODUCT Comox Valley Quality of  Life Report  / Report  Card of  Community
Well-Being

FUNDER 2001/2002 Report  - HRDC cont racted with North Island
Employment  Foundat ion Society; 2004 Report  - HRDC
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Daw son Creek Food Share Research Project
Kiw anis Enterprise Centre
10805 - 14th St reet , Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4V6

CONTACT Doris Brocke, Manager
(Phone) 250-782-5745   (Fax) 250-782-5448

EMAIL entprise@pris.ca

WEB www.peacecount ry.com/foodshare

DESCRIPTION Community-based research project  which assessed the level and
nature of  food insecurity in the community based on survey of  level
of  food insecurity, sat isfact ion with support  services, health status
and quality of  life, and developed innovat ive ideas to address
specif ic ident if ied needs and opportunit ies

CO-SPONSOR Dawson Creek Food Share Coalit ion

STATUS Completed January 2004

AREA Dawson Creek

INDICATORS Economic, Social

PARTICIPANTS 91 residents interviewed (individuals current ly involved in food
security programs, potent ial users), food and social support
agencies, service providers, researchers, community of  Dawson
Creek

SELECTION Developed f rom data compiled through in-depth interviews, mail-
out  and telephone surveys

PRODUCT People Feeding People report

FUNDERS Vancouver Foundat ion (BC Medical Services Foundat ion)
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Delta Community Impact Prof ile
Delta Youth Services, Delta Child and Youth Commit tee
4899 Delta St reet , Delta, BC  V4K 2T9

CONTACT Gerald Beltgens, Co-Chair
(Phone) 604-943-3460   (Fax) 604-943-3482

EMAIL gerald.beltgens@community.royalroads.ca

ALT CONT Sandra Gebhardt , Co-Chair
(Phone) 604-591-9262 Ext . 106   (Fax) 604-946-2041

ALT EMAIL sandrag@dys.bc.ca

WEB www.uwlm.ca/Communit iesinact ion/Delta_report .html
www.advisorsgroup.net  (slide show)

DESCRIPTION Provide a snapshot , or baseline of  the quality of  life of  DeltaÕs
community that  w ill help raise public awareness, prompt  dialogue
about  future direct ions, assist  in the establishment  of  community
goals and priorit ies, and mobilize act ion

STATUS Ongoing since 2001

AREA Delta

INDICATORS Economic, Social

PARTICIPANTS 40 member Steering Commit tee includes community groups,
government  agencies and service providers, one independent
consultant

SELECTION Indicators used in similar communit ies proposed as a foundat ion
and modif ied to suit  Delta, and reviewed and revised by the
Steering Commit tee

PRODUCTS Delta Community Snapshot  Report , Public Forums

FUNDERS United Way, BC Hydro Employee Community Services Fund
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

FCM Quality of  Life Indicators -
A Vancouver Perspect ive
City of  Vancouver Social Planning Department
453 West  12th Avenue, Vancouver, BC  V5Y 1V4

CONTACT Rick Gates, Social Planner
(Phone) 604-871-6036   (Fax) 604-871-6048

EMAIL rick_gates@city.vancouver.bc.ca

WEB www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/commsvcs/socialplanning/init iat ives/fcm/

DESCRIPTION Project  carried out  in response to the 1996 study conducted by the
Federat ion of  Canadian Municipalit ies (FCM) that  examined the
effects of  changes in federal t ransfer payments on municipalit ies
across the count ry and found member municipalit ies lacked the
tools and data to consider and debate this and other issues on a
nat ion-wide basis.  Subsequent ly, the FCM created a report ing
system that  has evolved f rom a set  of  social indicators to a
comprehensive Quality of  Life indicators report .  Upon release of
the FCM report , Vancouver Social Planning staff  produce a report
for City Council out lining the specif ic f indings of  the FCM report
that  are of  interest  to Vancouver

STATUS First  report  1999, updated 2001.  New update to be released in
April, 2004

AREA Vancouver; nat ional level report  current ly represents 20
part icipat ing municipalit ies and regions

PARTICIPANTS Social Planning staff  f rom City of  Vancouver who also part icipate at
the nat ional level

SELECTION FCM developed a list  of  indicators of  quality of  life, w ith a
part icular emphasis on social indicators related to topics that  are
not  of ten looked at  in depth. For many of  the indicators reported
on, Vancouver is very much like the rest  of  the cit ies in Canada.
However, there are some notable except ions that  help to describe
the uniqueness of  Vancouver and ident ify specif ic issues that  need
the at tent ion of  the City and all residents

PRODUCT Federat ion of  Canadian Municipalit ies: Quality of  Life Report ing
System - A Vancouver Perspect ive

FUNDERS City of  Vancouver; at  the nat ional level all part icipat ing
municipalit ies
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Fraser Basin Sustainability Indicators Project
Fraser Basin Council
1st  Floor, 470 Granville St reet , Vancouver, BC  V6C 1V5

CONTACT Steve Litke, Project  Coordinator
(Phone) 604-488-5358   (Fax) 604-488-5351

EMAIL slitke@fraserbasin.bc.ca

WEB www.f raserbasin.bc.ca/programs/indicators.html#1

DESCRIPTION Provides a comprehensive overview of  data and sustainabilit y
t rends in order to inform decisions, educate and raise awareness
and encourage act ions that  support  tangible progress toward a
more sustainable Fraser Basin

STATUS First  report  released January 2003, second report  scheduled for
November 2004

AREA Fraser Basin and its f ive regions comprised of  Upper Fraser,
Cariboo, Thompson, Fraser Valley, and Greater Vancouver
including Squamish and Pemberton

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Advisory Commit tee comprised of  local, provincial and federal
governments, NGOs, academia, public and private sectors

SELECTION Ident if ied through process of  literature review, visioning,
stakeholder consultat ion including workshops, survey,
quest ionnaires, and technical review

PRODUCT Snapshot  on Sustainabilit y: State of  the Fraser Basin Report

FUNDER Fraser Basin Council and partners
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Georgia Basin Act ion Plan
Georgia Basin Ecosystem Init iat ive
Environment  Canada
#201-401 Burrard St reet , Vancouver, BC  V6C 3S5

CONTACT Al Jamal, Program Coordinator
(Phone) 604-664-9078   (Fax) 604-713-9527

EMAIL al-noor.jamal@ec.gc.ca

WEB wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/cppl/gbpsei/
www.pyr.ec.gc.ca/GeorgiaBasin/reports/5_year_perspect ive/
summary_e.htm

DESCRIPTION Collaborat ive project  between Canada and the United States within
the Georgia Basin - Puget  Sound region providing scient if ically
sound, shared and commonly understood informat ion on
environmental quality to the public and decision makers

STATUS First  report  completed 2002, second report  to be completed 2005

AREA The binat ional t ransboundary region consist ing of  the Georgia
Basin in Canada, including the St rait  of  Juan de Fuca and the Puget
Sound region in the United States

INDICATORS Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS The Georgia Basin Ð Puget  Sound Ecosystem Indicators Working
Group is made up of  six core organizat ions - BC Minist ry of  Water,
Land and Air Protect ion, Environment  Canada, Department  of
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, US Environmental Protect ion Agency,
Puget  Sound Act ion Team, Washington State Department  of
Ecology - and 25 part icipat ing organizat ions

SELECTION Ident if ied environmental t rends that  are comparable to Brit ish
Columbia and Washington, indicators presented in terms of  what  is
happening, why it  is happening, why it  is important , how it
compares with other regions or locat ions, and what  is being done
to address the issues of  concern

PRODUCT Georgia Basin Puget  Sound Ecosystem Indicators Report

FUNDERS Each core organizat ion in the Georgia Basin Ð Puget  Sound
Ecosystem Indicators Working Group
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Greater Vancouver Regional District  Ð
Livable Region Strategic Plan /
Monitoring Program
Greater Vancouver Regional Dist rict
4330 Kingsway, Burnaby BC  V5H 4G8

CONTACT Christ ina DeMarco, Senior Planner, Regional Development
(Phone) 604-436-6850   (Fax) 604-436-6970

EMAIL cdemarco@gvrd.bc.ca

WEB www.gvrd.bc.ca/growth/lrsp/lrsp-report2002.pdf

DESCRIPTION Based on Monitoring Program Indicators, t racks progress on
meet ing the four main object ives and accompanying policies of
the Livable Region St rategic Plan, the GVRDÕs regional growth
management  st rategy

STATUS Published annually since 1997

AREA 21 Municipalit ies of  the Greater Vancouver Regional Dist rict

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS GVRD staf f , a consultant , staff  f rom member municipalit ies and
approved by GVRD Board of  Directors

SELECTION Developed through research, assistance f rom consultant , and
review by technical commit tees with a focus on ways to measure
progress on specif ic policies and object ives as contained in the
Livable Region St rategic Plan

PRODUCT Liveable Region St rategic Plan Annual Report .

FUNDER GVRD
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Greater Victoria Quality of  Life Challenge
Victoria Community Social Planning Council
1144 Fort  St reet , Victoria, BC  V8V 3K8

CONTACT Mabel Jean Rawlins-Brannan
(Phone)  250-383-6166  (Fax)  250-385-6712

EMAIL info@communitycouncil.ca

WEB www.qolchallenge.ca

DESCRIPTION Comprehensive community init iat ive that  brings all sectors of  BCÕs
Capital Region together to f ind solut ions to crit ical concerns and to
create a vibrant ly sustainable community. It  enables the community
to measure change and ident ify priority focus areas through
systemat ic monitoring of  quality of  life indicators

STATUS Ongoing

AREA BCÕs Capital Region, which encompasses 13 municipalit ies of
Victoria,  Esquimalt , Oak Bay, Saanich, Sooke, Langford, Colwood,
View Royal, Highlands, Metchosin, Cent ral Saanich, North Saanich
and Sidney

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Leaders w ith broad and diverse inf luence across the region form the
Community Leadership Roundtable, also involves a Steering
Working Group, Act ive Working Groups, and the Community
Council

SELECTION Inf luenced by extensive research and pract ice in the f ields of
community-based Quality of  Life indicators, social determinants of
health, environmental and sustainabilit y indicators, ut ilized
Federat ion of  Canadian Municipalit ies indicator f ramework

PRODUCTS Quality of  Life in BCÕs Capital Region (1999), 2004 Report
forthcoming

FUNDERS Coast  Capital Savings, Vibrant  Communit ies, Human Resources
Development  Canada, United Way, Shaw Cable, Vancouver Island
Health Authority, Vancouver Foundat ion, The Samuel and Saidye
Bronfman Family Foundat ion, VanCity Credit  Union, BC Housing,
City of  Victoria, The Victoria Foundat ion, Ann Geddes, WCG
Internat ional Consultants Ltd., Township of  Esquimalt , Sue Stovel,
Thrif ty Foods, Crystal Garden Conservat ion Cent re

The publication

was used as a

resource of reliable

comprehensive

information about

our community by a

broad range of

groups and

individuals,

including  planners,

government, NGOs,

and academia
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Gulf  Islands Ð Measuring Our Progress
Chief  Administ rat ive Off icer
Islands Trust
1206, 115 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt  Spring Island, BC V8K 2T9

CONTACT Linda Adams, Chief  Administ rat ive Off icer
(Phone) 250-405-5160   (Fax) 250-405-5155

EMAIL ladams@islandst rust .bc.ca

WEB www.islandst rust .bc.ca/stewardshipprograms/
measuringourprogress/measuringourprogress.htm

DESCRIPTION Provides a guideline for the Islands Trust  to determine their
progress in fulf illing their mandate to preserve and protect  island
communit ies and enhance their sustainabilit y, as well as
promot ing the link between act ions and results to mot ivate and
encourage communit ies to move closer to their goals

STATUS Final report  expected Spring 2004

AREA Includes the 13 groups of  Gulf  Islands: Bowen, North and South
Pender, Salt  Spring, Saturna, Mayne, Galiano, Thet is, Gabriola,
Gambier, Lasquet i, Hornby, and Denman

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental, Governance

PARTICIPANTS 26 elected representat ives of  the Islands Trust  Area, members of
the public, provincial and other agency contacts

SELECTION Quest ions provided to members of  the public, t rustees, and staff ,
input  compiled and 18 indicators recommended to Island Trust
Council

PRODUCT Final Report  forthcoming

FUNDERS Islands Trust  Council, Georgia Basin Ecosystems Init iat ive
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Langley Community Impact Prof ile
Langley Family Services
5339 Ð 207th St reet , Langley, BC  V3A 4E6

CONTACT Lynda Brummit t , Execut ive Director
(Phone) 604-534-7921   (Fax) 604-534-9884

EMAIL lbrummit t@langleyfamilyservices.org

WEB www.uwlm.ca/Communit iesinact ion/Langley_report .html

DESCRIPTION Provides a baseline of  the quality of  life of  the community
through compilat ion and analysis of  w ide range of  stat ist ical
indicators and f indings of  a survey of  residentsÕ percept ions of
their communit iesÕ st rengths, challenges, and opportunit ies. This
was the f irst  phase of  a three phase process designed to establish
community goals and develop collaborat ive act ions plans to
achieve them

STATUS Phase One completed April 2003, Phase Two to be set  up for Fall
2003

AREA Langley City and Township

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Steering Commit tee consisted of  representat ives f rom a wide
range of  groups with several members who were interested
community members w ith no organizat ional aff iliat ion

SELECTION Steering Commit tee developed the indicators f rom a broad wish
list , a vot ing system was used to select  the f inal criteria, data was
compared to the two communit ies of  Maple Ridge Pit t  Meadows
and Abbotsford

PRODUCT Langley Community Impact  Prof ile Report

FUNDER United Way of  the Lower Mainland - Communit ies in Act ion

We learned about

using the research-

in-action approach,

about designing

surveys and collating

the information
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Maple Ridge, Pit t  Meadow s and Katzie
Community Impact Prof ile
Maple Ridge and Pit t  Meadow s Child Youth and Family Netw ork
c/o Dist rict  of  Maple Ridge, 11995 Haney Place, Maple Ridge, BC  V2X 6A9

CONTACT Sue Wheeler, Recreat ional Manager, Cent ral Area
(Phone) 604-467-7308  (Fax) 604-467-7393

EMAIL swheeler@mapleridge.org

WEB www.mapleridge.org/documents.html#CommunityInformat ion
www.uwlm.ca/Communit iesinact ion/Maple_report .html
www.rmkstudycircles.ca

DESCRIPTION Provides a prof ile of  the community through compilat ion and
analysis of  w ide range of  stat ist ical indicators and f indings of  a
survey of  residentsÕ percept ions of  their communit iesÕ st rengths,
challenges, and opportunit ies. This was the f irst  phase of  a three
phase process designed to establish community goals and develop
collaborat ive act ion plans to achieve them

STATUS Report  completed Spring 2002; phase two completed April 2003,
phase three to be completed in 2004

AREA Katzie, Dist rict  of  Pit t  Meadows, Dist rict  of  Maple Ridge

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Fif ty member Steering Commit tee with broad representat ion
f rom a variety of  areas in the community

SELECTION Reviewed other comparable data sets, consultant  assisted
Steering Commit tee to chose indicators and narrow down those
that  were measurable

PRODUCT Maple Ridge, Pit t  Meadows and Katzie Community Prof ile: A
Snapshot  2002

Funders United Way of  the Lower Mainland, Dist rict  of  Maple Ridge Social
Planning Advisory Commit tee

One of the

things that

really helped

was having a

devoted

sponsoring

agency
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Nanaimo Regional District  Ð State of
Sustainability Project  /  Monitoring Program
Community Services
Regional Dist rict  of  Nanaimo
6300 Hammond Bay Rd., Nanaimo, BC  V9T 6N2

CONTACT Christ ina Thomas, Senior Planner
(Phone) 250-390-6510   (Fax) 250-390-7511

EMAIL cdthom@rdn.bc.ca

WEB www.rdn.bc.ca/growth_mgmt/new_gmp_monitor.asp
www.rdn.bc.ca/growth_mgmt/new_gmp_state.asp

DESCRIPTION Built  on the Growth Management  Plan Monitoring project , t racks
progress towards sustainabilit y, educates residents of  this progress
and provides more opportunit ies for residents to get  involved

STATUS August  2003; ongoing to 2005

AREA City of  Nanaimo, City of  Parksville, Town of  Qualicum Beach, Dist rict
of  Lantzville, Electoral Areas A, C, D, E, F, G, H of  the Regional
Dist rict  of  Nanaimo

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Board appointed Regional Growth Monitoring Advisory Commit tee
(RGMAC) as a replacement  for the Performance Review Commit tee.
RGMAC comprised of  residents of  the region with experience,
knowledge and interest  in at  least  one of  the following aspects of
sustainabilit y: economy, environment , social/human sector

SELECTION As a part  of  the Growth Management  Plan Monitoring Project
undertaken between 1998 and 2000, Performance Review
Commit tee conf irmed an indicator set . These indicators w ill be
reviewed and ref ined as a part  of  the current  2003-2005 State of
Sustainabilit y project . A public workshop will be held in 2004 to
obtain feedback regarding the characterist ics of  a sustainable RDN.
This informat ion will be considered in the RGMACÕs review and
ref inement  of  the indicators

PRODUCT 2001-2002 Regional Dist rict  of  Nanaimo Growth St rategy Annual
Report

FUNDER Regional Dist rict  of  Nanaimo Growth Management  Services
Department

There needs to be a

strong linkage

between the main

decision makers

and any citizen

committee involved

in sustainability

monitoring
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Nanaimo Social Status Report
Community Planning
City of  Nanaimo
455 Wallace St reet , Nanaimo, BC V9R 5J6

CONTACT Alison Millward, Social Planner
(Phone) 250-755-4483   (Fax) 250-755-4479

EMAIL amillwar@city.nanaimo.bc.ca

WEB www.city.nanaimo.bc.ca/c_st rategic/social.asp

DESCRIPTION To ident ify social issues and provide background and stat ist ical
informat ion in support  of  the development  of  a social st rategy for
Nanaimo, to raise public awareness about  social issues and to
prompt  dialogue about  future direct ions

STATUS Phase one of  a two phase process completed May 2003. Social
Development  St rategy process underway with complet ion
ant icipated Fall, 2004

AREA City of  Nanaimo and its immediate environment

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS The project  Steering Commit tee included representat ives f rom
community organizat ions, municipal government , provincial
government , school dist rict , academia, provincial health authority,
and the City of  NanaimoÕs Social Planning Advisory Commit tee (an
advisory commit tee to Council)

SELECTION In consultat ion with the Steering Commit tee, consultants
developed the 50 indicators f rom census data, a literature review,
and secondary data collected by government  agencies and non-
prof it  organizat ions

PRODUCTS The Social Status Report  for Nanaimo; Social Development
St rategy and implementat ion plan is current ly underway

FUNDER City of  Nanaimo

The indicators were

selected by the

steering committee

and represent what

they thought were

important issues at

the time, based on

the information

available
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

New  Westminster Healthy and Sustainable
Community Indicators Project
New  Westminster Community Development  Society
713 Columbia St reet , New Westminster, BC  V3M 1B2

CONTACT Vicki Austad, Execut ive Director
(Phone) 604-517-6150   (Fax) 604-517-6137

EMAIL vaustad@newwestced.bc.ca

WEB www.newwestced.bc.ca   (Email through site for full report )

DESCRIPTION To develop a set  of  indicators that  could measure the progress
towards sustainabilit y in New Westminster, use this informat ion to
assist  in community planning and policy development  and to
educate the public and engage the community in the use of
indicators to enhance sustainabilit y and community health

STATUS Completed February 2002

AREA New Westminster

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Steering Commit tee including community organizat ions, church
groups, academia, city and business sector representat ives, project
facilitator and the general public

SELECTION Feedback requested f rom the community through survey
workbooks on 33 indicators developed by Steering Commit tee,
results analyzed by Steering Commit tee and facilitator to f inalize 17
indicators

PRODUCTS The New Westminster Healthy and Sustainable Indicator Workbook,
First  Report  Card

FUNDERS Former Minist ry of  Community Development , Co-operat ives and
Volunteers, now the Minist ry of  Community, Aboriginal and
WomenÕs Services
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

New  Westminster Report  Card:
Working Tow ards a Racism-Free Community
Pacif ic Immigrant  Resources Society
205-2929 Commercial Drive, Vancouver, BC  V5N 4C8

CONTACT Angela Sasso, Consultant
(Phone) 604-298-5888   (Fax) 604-298-0747

EMAIL lapel@axionet .com

ALT. CONT Diane Wilmann

WEB www.pirs.bc.ca

DESCRIPTION Developed ten ÒgoalsÓ for a racism-f ree community

STATUS Completed March 2003

AREA City of  New Westminster

INDICATOR Social

PARTICIPANTS Community groups, City of  New Westminster, schools and School
Board, provincial government , cit izens of  New Westminster

SELECTION Developed through a series of  eight  workshops as well as
meet ings with Advisory Commit tee members

PRODUCT The New Westminster Report  Card:  Working Towards a Racism-
Free Community

FUNDERS The Provincial Minist ry of  Community, Aboriginal and WomenÕs
Services

The project was

way too short Ð

when you are

dealing with racism,

it needs a soft hand

to establish trust

and communication,

so more time

would have helped
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

North Okanagan Ð
Municipal Triple Bottom Line Pilot  Project
Social Planning Council for the North Okanagan
c/o Counterf low  Community Consult ing Co-operat ive
3201 PV Road, Vernon, BC  V1T 4L4

CONTACT Paul Cabaj
(Phone) 250-260-4346   (Fax) 250-549-3748

EMAIL counterf low@shaw.ca

ALT. CONT Erik Kowalski

WEB www.socialplanning.ca

DESCRIPTION Three phase project  involving work w ith communit ies to review
various indicator tools and projects, explore the applicat ions for
indicator work in municipal planning and decision making, and
evaluat ion of  the process to determine what  needs to be done to
adapt  indicator tools to this community

STATUS On hold unt il further not ice

AREA North Okanagan - communit ies of  Armst rong, Coldst ream, Enderby

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Community groups, Social Planning Council for the North
Okanagan, local consult ing cooperat ive

SELECTION Review projects that  have used indicators and determine the best
one to adapt  to each community

FUNDER Vancouver Foundat ion
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Quesnel Sustainability Indicators Project
Quesnel Child, Family and Youth Netw ork
c/o 3437 Lollof f  Road, Quesnel, BC  V2J 6E5

CONTACT Karen Borsato, Community Development  Coordinator
(Phone) 250-747-1760   (Fax) 250-747-1760

EMAIL Karen@quesnelbc.com

WEB www.f raserbasin.bc.ca/publicat ions/ documents/2002-May-
QuesnelRpt .pdf

DESCRIPTION Set  of  21 sustainabilit y indicators and benchmarks that  can be used
by the community of  Quesnel to measure crit ical t rends in progress
toward sustainabilit y

STATUS Completed May 2002

AREA Community of  Quesnel which is generally def ined as the
municipality and the people who live w ithin a 50 km radius
around the municipality

INDICATORS Social (Community), Environment , Economy

PARTICIPANTS A local project  team with representat ion f rom a number of
dif ferent  organizat ions formed in February 2001 to supervise and
provide input  into the process of  indicator development . Since the
community had conducted many studies/plans over the last  several
years (including an Off icial Community Plan, an Economic
Development  St rategy, Quality of  Life Survey, and many more) the
Project  Team decided to draw sustainabilit y goals and challenges
f rom exist ing bodies of  work.

SELECTION Draf t  indicators were selected by the project  team according to a
set  of  criteria and posted in a number of  locat ions around town as
well as on the CityÕs web site, and a public meet ing was held in
October 2001 to solicit  feedback f rom the community. The process
and public meet ings were advert ised in the newspaper. Once the
f inal list  of  indicators were selected, the project  team met  to
develop benchmarks (goals) for each indicator, and to ident ify
act ion steps to meet  those goals

PRODUCT State of  Our Community: Moving Sustainabilit y Forward report

FUNDERS Fraser Basin Council, Minist ry of  Community, Aboriginal and
WomenÕs Services
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Revelstoke Community Development
Act ion Plan
City of  Revelstoke
204 Campbell Avenue, Box 2398, Revelstoke, BC  V0E 2S0

CONTACT Alan Mason, Director of  Community Economic Development
(Phone) 250-837-5345   (Fax) 250-837-4223

EMAIL redc@revelstoke.net

WEB www.cityof revelstoke.com

DESCRIPTION A process where community members came together to decide how
to address community issues and take advantage of  opportunit ies,
result ing in building community capacity and f inding common
ground as well as determining community priorit ies for the next
few years.

STATUS Completed January 2001. A Community Environmental St rategy
was also completed during 2003.

AREA Revelstoke and area

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS City of  Revelstoke, Columbia Shuswap Regional Dist rict , Revelstoke
Community Skills Cent re, CFDC, Steering Commit tee of  Community
Volunteer and Resource Team Members, Research Part icipants

SELECTION Indicators used to assess key issues in the community and to
priorit ize act ions

PRODUCTS Community Port rait , St rategic Act ion Plan, Community
Environmental St rategy

FUNDERS HRDC, City of  Revelsoke, Columbia Shuswap Regional Dist rict ,
Revelstoke Community Skills Cent re, Community Futures
Development  Corporat ion of  Revelstoke, Federat ion of  Canadian
Municipalit ies (for Environmental St rategy)

There wasnÕt a

depth of practice

developed in social

planning for this

type of strategizing -

this project was

new to its field, but

that may  have

changed now
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Richmond Poverty Report  Card
Richmond Community Services Advisory Council (RCSAC)
City of  Richmond, 6911 No. 3 Road, Richmond, BC  V6Y 2C1

CONTACT Lesley Sherlock, Social Planner
(Phone) 604-276-4220   (Fax) 604-276-4052

EMAIL LSherlock@city.richmond.bc.ca

WEB www.rcsac.org
www.city.richmond.bc.ca

DESCRIPTION Provided a prof ile of  the community w ith a focus on poverty
indicators to raise public awareness and support  and assist  in the
development  of  community init iat ives. Provided basis for Poverty
Response Init iat ive which was recommended in report  ÒRichmond
Poverty Response Commit tee Report  to Richmond City Council,
January 2002Ó

STATUS Poverty Report  Card completed November 2000; Poverty Response
Init iat ive established January 2002; RCSAC role to be completed
June 2004; Poverty Response Init iat ive may cont inue

AREA City of  Richmond

INDICATORS Economic, Social

PARTICIPANTS Richmond Community Services Advisory Council (RCSAC) members
(both agency representat ives and community members) and other
interested stakeholders and cit izens

SELECTION Indicators were init ially ident if ied by the consultant  (SPARC BC) in
conjunct ion with the RCSAC Child, Youth and Family Issues
Commit tee

PRODUCTS ÒPoverty in Richmond: A Sense of  Belonging: (A Poverty Report
Card, November 2000)Ó

FUNDERS United Way of  the Lower Mainland, City of  Richmond
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Richmond State of  the Environment
City of  Richmond - Urban Development  Division
6911 No. 3 Road, Richmond, BC  V6Y 2C1

CONTACT Eric Fiss
(Phone) 604-276-4193   (Fax) 604-276-4052

EMAIL ef iss@city.richmond.bc.ca

WEB www.city.richmond.bc.ca/environment /policy/soe/update_2001.htm
www.city.richmond.bc.ca/environment /policy/soe/soe_overview.htm

DESCRIPTION Intended to ident ify key t rends and issues, providing a basis for
making more effect ive decisions in the area of  environmental
management , to be used to assist  policy and program development ,
and provide direct ion to the City on how it  can bet ter achieve
general environmental goals and object ives

STATUS Completed 1998, updated 2001

AREA City of  Richmond

INDICATOR Environmental

PARTICIPANTS General public through survey and input  at  commit tees of  Council,
the CityÕs Advisory Commit tee on the Environment , City staf f ,
Council, consultants assist ing in the research and document
preparat ion, a variety of  agencies assist ing with background data

SELECTION Public survey, level of  inf luence by the City, input  f rom Council and
the CityÕs Advisory Commit tee on the Environment

PRODUCT Richmond State of  the Environment  Report

FUNDERS City of  Richmond
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Smithers Quality of  Life Index
Smithers Social Planning Council
Box 4914, Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0

CONTACT Nathan Cullen
(Phone) 250-847-0739   (Fax) 250-847-1948

EMAIL maravilla@bcweb.net

DESCRIPTION Quality of  Life assessment  for the Bulkley Valley carried out  by
developing a set  of  indicators and a quality of  life quest ionnaire to
guide decision-makers, offer leverage for advocates, and inform
the general community

STATUS Ongoing

AREA Bulkley Valley (Smithers)

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS As many dif ferent  stakeholder groups as possible

SELECTION Used phone calls, visits, and survey tools w ith over 200 part icipants
to determine indicators to be used, local government  and other
inf luent ial bodies were kept  informed throughout  the project

PRODUCT Upcoming interact ive CD and web-based database that  can be
queried

FUNDERS Vancouver Foundat ion, WetÕsuwetÕen First  Nat ions

A strong education

of the community,

not only about

quality of life but of

community values

was achieved
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Sunshine Coast Ð
Report  Card for a Sustainability Community
Sunshine Coast  Sustainability Cent re

CONTACT Eleonora (Ele) Molnar, Coordinator
(Phone) 604-886-0423

EMAIL ele_molnar@sunshine.net

WEB www.sciencelearningcent re.ca

DESCRIPTION Assessment  of  the well-being of  the region with respect  to
sustainabilit y issues. Process of  report ing was developed by
Community Indicators Working Group (CIWG), and built  on the
foundat ion of  previous community work.

STATUS Completed April, 2004

AREA Lower Sunshine Coast

INDICATORS Social, Environmental, Economic

PARTICIPANTS The CIWG has approximately 50 members f rom a wide number of
community agencies, organizat ions and individuals in the
community. The CIWG Steering Commit tee has representat ives f rom
the Sunshine Coast  Regional Dist rict , Social Planning Council,
Gibsons Residents Associat ion Seeking Sustainable Solut ions
(GRASSS), Area E Planning Commission, Vancouver Coastal Health
Authority, and Sunshine Coast  Community Economic Development
Partnership

SELECTION Init ial indicators were developed f rom a number of  social,
environmental, and economic forums held between 2000-2002. A
further Sustainabilit y Indicators Forum was held in October 2002
where 9 sustainabilit y issues were priorit ized by the community. The
CIWG was formed in October 2003 to make decisions on how to
approach the complet ion of  the community indicators report  (i.e.
the f ramework, def init ion of  terms, presentat ion, etc).

PRODUCT Report  Card for a Sustainable Community report

FUNDERS Western Economic Diversif icat ion, former Minist ry of  Cooperat ives,
Community Development  and Volunteers, Georgia Basin Ecosystem
Init iat ive
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Surrey/White Rock Community Impact Prof ile
Surrey Social Futures
202 - 9030 King George Highway, Surrey, BC  V3V 7Y3

CONTACT Annie McKit rick
(Phone) 604-594-7644   (Fax) 604-594-7658

EMAIL ssf@paralynx.com

WEB www.uwlm.ca/Communit iesinact ion/Surrey_report .html
www.vcn.bc.ca/ssf

DESCRIPTION Highlights a number of  measurable Quality of  Life indicators that
provide informat ion about  key social, economic and
environmental condit ions, to t rack changes or t rends in the
community over t ime, and assist  in the implementat ion of  an on-
going community based social, economic and physical planning
process for Surrey

STATUS Completed 2000; Revision in 2004

AREA Surrey/White Rock

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Advisory Commit tee of  residents and organizat ional
representat ives, government  bodies, non-prof it , non-prof it
agencies and the business sector

SELECTION A consultant  reviewed community impact  prof iles, report  cards
and status reports f rom other jurisdict ions in BC, Canada and USA
and developed a preliminary list ing of  indicators that  were
reviewed, chosen f rom and f inalized by the Advisory Commit tee

PRODUCTS Community Impact  Prof ile for Surrey/White Rock, Whalley
Guildford Report  on Social Issues in Surrey, series of  community
task forces addressing homelessness and poverty

FUNDERS United Way of  the Lower Mainland

A greater emphasis

should be placed

on limiting the

number of potential

indicators earlier

in the process to

eliminate

unnecessary data

collection
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Tri-Cit ies Community Impact Prof ile
Society for Community Development
500 Fernwood Lodge, Holly Drive, Coquit lam, BC  V3C 4J2

CONTACT Cheryl McKeever
(Phone) 604-777-2394   (Fax) 604-777-2359

EMAIL communitydevelopment@telus.net

ALT. CONT Siobhan Ashe, TriCit ies Community Solut ions Project  Coordinator

ALT. EMAIL smashe@interchange.ubc.ca

WEB www.communitysolut ions-t ricit ies.ca
www.uwlm.ca/Communit iesinact ion/TriCity_report .html

DESCRIPTION Three phase project  w ith results ref lect ing the social t rends and
pat terns associated within the fast  growing region of  the Tri-Cit ies
and Villages, providing a baseline for measuring progress and
change, raising public awareness, helping community agencies to
plan, funding agencies to set  priorit ies, and to assist  in establishing
community goals and developing collaborat ive act ion plans to
achieve them

STATUS Report  completed 2001, task forces ongoing

AREA Coquit lam, Port  Coquit lam, Port  Moody, Anmore and Belcarra

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

PARTICIPANTS Involving all sectors Ð governments, non-government  organizat ions,
inst itut ions, associat ions, the private sector, and individual residents

SELECTION Steering Commit tee was formed, adopted a cit izen engagement
process where understanding and t rust  is established to reach a
common f ramework for act ion, used The Study Circles  (ÒSolut ions
CirclesÓ) model based on dialogue and discussion of  the themes
and indicators generated by the Community Status Report ,
providing an opportunity for cit izens to work together to establish
a way to improve their community

PRODUCTS Tri-Cit ies Community Status Report , Task Forces that  w ill develop
Act ion Plans for achieving social sustainabilit y in relat ion to
Poverty, Youth and Cit izenship/Inclusion

FUNDER United Way of  the Lower Mainland

The community

needs to be

involved in

the process

from the start

in order to

obtain buy-in
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COMMUNITY PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Upper Vancouver Island Early Childhood
Development Research Project
Comox Valley Social Planning Society
2040 Murphy Avenue, Comox, BC  V9M 1V6

CONTACT Joanne Schroeder
(Phone) 250-339-1897   (Fax) 250-335-1117

EMAIL jschroed@shaw.ca

DESCRIPTION To establish a new level of  knowledge and understanding about
the health and well being of  young children and their families in
this region

STATUS Original report  published July 2002, current  phase January 2004

AREA Comox Valley, Campbell River and area, and Mt . Waddington
regional dist rict

INDICATOR Social

PARTICIPANTS Advisory group with federal and provincial government
representat ives, schools, health sector, related community
organizat ions - t ried to involve as many local stakeholders as
possible (businesses, service clubs, municipal polit icians)

SELECTION Began with a list  developed by a similar project  done in Greater
Vancouver - HertzmanÕs Early Childhood Development  Mapping
Init iat ive - and through discussion witht  he project  Advisory
Commit tee, f ine tuned to f it  the needs of  our region

PRODUCTS ÒLooking at  our ChildrenÓ report   2002, next  report  2004

FUNDERS HRDC, Early Childhood Branch of  the Minist ry for Children &
Family Development

Think about

why you are

collecting each

piece of information

rather than just

generating the

longest list

of indicators as

possible
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PROVINCIAL PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

BC Regional Socio-Economic Prof iles
and Indices
BC STATS, Minist ry of  Management  Services
Box 9410, Stn Prov Govt ., Victoria, BC  V8W 9V1

CONTACT Data Services, BC STATS
(Phone) 250-387-0327   (Fax) 250-387-0329

EMAIL bc.stats@gems8.gov.bc.ca

WEB www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/index.htm

DESCRIPTION Provides socio-economic prof iles of  Brit ish Columbia on a regional
basis t racking such markers of  well-being as health, educat ion, crime,
and economic hardship, and with data divided into regions, dist ricts,
communit ies and indust ries

STATUS Ongoing

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

Business Vitality Index
Community Futures Development  Corporat ion of  Cent ral Kootenay
210-514 Vernon St reet , Nelson, BC  V1L 4E7

CONTACT Mike Stolte, Community Economic Development  Manager
(Phone) 250-352-1933 ext .106   (Fax) 250-352-5926

EMAIL mstolte@futures.bc.ca

WEB www.businessvitalityindex.com/

DESCRIPTION Tool created to measure and improve the ent repreneurial capacity of
rural communit ies, part icularly aspects of  business vitality and
f riendliness. Local community sponsor helps pick part icipants: 50%
business people, 25% community leaders, 25% people representat ive
of  larger community (schools, seniors, youth organizat ions).  Each
community selects 4 short -term priorit ies to act  upon (e.g. Youth
Opportunity ID Session, Community Branding init iat ive, forming a
Community Foundat ion, etc.). Phase one and phase two reports
produced for each community. BVI assists community in jumpstart ing
itself  (assess - focus - act )

STATUS Ongoing with numerous communit ies; implemented in communit ies of
Cache Creek, McBride, Cast legar, Grand Forks, Pemberton, Nakusp,
Creston, Harrop-Procter, New Denver
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PROVINCIAL PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Communit ies in Act ion
United Way of  the Low er Mainland
4543 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC   V5G 4T4

CONTACT Linda Western
(Phone)  604-294-8929 ext . 2252   (Fax) 604-293-0010

EMAIL lindaw@uwlm.ca

WEB www.uwlm.ca/communit iesinact ion/CiA_index.html

DESCRIPTION Promotes and facilitates bringing together individuals and
organizat ions f rom across the community to go through a process
usually consist ing of  the following three phases: ident ify local issues
through creat ion of  a Community Impact  Prof ile, set  goals and
targets to improve quality of  life, and take act ion to bring about
change

STATUS Five init iat ives in the North and South Fraser communit ies of  Delta,
Langley, Maple Ridge/Pit t  Meadows, Surrey/White Rock and Tri-
Cit ies; results of  these projects listed in Community Projects in BC
sect ion. Support  provided for all three phases

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

Community Based Food Policy Project
BC Food Systems Netw ork
S6, C27, RR1, Sorrento, BC  V0E 2W0

CONTACT Cathleen Kneen
(Phone) 250-675-4866   (Fax) 250-675-4866

EMAIL cathleen@ramshorn.bc.ca

WEB www.ffcf .bc.ca/foodpol.htm
www.fooddemocracy.org/index.html

DESCRIPTION Produced workbook ÒA Baseline for Food Policy in Brit ish
ColumbiaÓ which is a tool that  can be used by local people to
analyse the food system in their own communit ies. This project  also
resulted in the format ion of  the BC Food Systems Network which is
a virtual network of  food policy organizat ions across BC that  meets
once a year to share insights, init iat ives, st rategies and crit ical
analysis of  events in the food system and their own work around
issues of  just ice and sustainabilit y in the food system

STATUS Workbook produced in 1997; Network formed in 1999 and ongoing

INDICATORS Economic, social, environmental
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PROVINCIAL PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Community Resilience Tool
Centre for Community Enterprise
PO Box 1161, Port  Alberni, BC V9Y 7M1

CONTACT Michelle Colussi
(Phone) 250-724-1675

EMAIL colussi@shaw.ca

WEB www.cedworks.com/communityresilience01.html

DESCRIPTION A tool created to assist  rural communit ies (<30,000 populat ion) to
assess and st rengthen their resilience, or their abilit y to take
act ion. Community partners work on a Project  Advisory Group and
there is a local steering commit tee. Process engages a w ide range
of  part icipants across community ages, races, genders and sectors
in key respondent  interviews, focus groups and workshops. Process
consists of  three steps: assessment  of  23 resilience characterist ics
(using stat ist ical and perceptual indicators), priorit izat ion, and
local planning process to address priority resilience issues

STATUS Ongoing; used in Kaslo, Houston, Smithers, Burns Lake, Powell
River, Revelstoke, Port  Alberni, and other rural areas

INDICATORS Economic, Social, pilot  ecological indicators not  published

Genuine Progress Index (GPI) Pacif ic Society
c/o SPARC BC (Social Planning and Research Council)
201-221 East  10th Avenue, Vancouver, BC  V5T 4V3

CONTACT Jim Sands, Interim Chair
(Phone) 604-718-7742   (Fax) 604-736-8697

EMAIL jsands@sparc.bc.ca

DESCRIPTION Provincial non-prof it  research and public educat ion group working
to develop an index of  sustainable development  and well-being
for Brit ish Columbia

STATUS Ongoing

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental
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PROVINCIAL PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Measuring BCÕs Performance Ð
Tow ard Northstar 2010
Brit ish Columbia Progress Board
Suite 730, 999 Canada Place, Vancouver, BC  V6C 3E1

CONTACT Tim McEwan, Execut ive Director
(Phone) 604-775-1664  (Fax) 604-844-1820

EMAIL ideas@bcprogressboard.com

WEB www.bcprogressboard.com/benchmarks.php

DESCRIPTION Measures progress of  BC in terms of  compet it ive posit ion and
quality of  life as compared to other Canadian provinces as well as
the USA

STATUS Ongoing

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

Oregon Benchmarks System Review
Centre for Community Enterprise
PO Box 1161, Port  Alberni, BC V9Y 7M1

CONTACT Mike Lewis, Execut ive Director
(Phone)  250-723-1139

EMAIL ccelewis@island.net

WEB www.cedworks.com/benchmarks.html

DESCRIPTION Examinat ion of  OregonÕs use of  benchmarks and indicators on a
state-wide basis and analysis of  its t ransferabilit y and applicabilit y
in BC

STATUS Completed 2000

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental
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PROVINCIAL PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Pacif ic and Yukon Environmental Indicators
Environment  Canada
Pacif ic and Yukon Region, 201-401 Burrard St ., Vancouver, BC  V6C 3S5

CONTACT V.G. Bartnik, Head, Ecosystem Informat ion Sect ion
(Phone) 604-664-4007  (Fax) 604-664-9126

EMAIL vic.bartnick@ec.gc.ca

WEB www.ecoinfo.ec.gc.ca

DESCRIPTION To provide informat ion on the state of  the environment  via the
internet  including indicators that  measure the health and
sustainabilit y of  ecosystems in the Pacif ic and Yukon Region

STATUS Ongoing

INDICATORS Environmental

Progress Tow ards Health Goals /
Health Goals Regional Index
Off ice of  the Provincial Health Off icer
4th Floor, 1515 Blanchard St ., Victoria, BC V8W 3C8

CONTACT Perry Kendall, Provincial Health Off icer
(Phone) 250-952-1330   (Fax) 250-952-1362

EMAIL perry.kendall@gems9.gov.bc.ca

WEB www.healthplanning.gov.bc.ca/pho/hlthgoals.html
www.healthplanning.gov.bc.ca/pho/ar/index.html

DESCRIPTION Sets out  goals for a healthy populat ion in BC by providing a
f ramework for act ion to improve health of  BC residents and
reduce inequalit ies

STATUS Updated periodically

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental, and Health related
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PROVINCIAL PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Sensit ive Ecosystem Inventories
Canadian Wildlife Service
Environment  Canada
3567 Island Highway West , Qualicum Beach, BC  V9K 2B7

CONTACT Peggy Ward, Ecosystem Mapping Coordinator
(Phone) 250-752-9611   (Fax) 250-752-5714

EMAIL Peggy.Ward@ec.gc.ca

WEB srmwww.gov.bc.ca/sei/index.html

DESCRIPTION Ident ifying sensit ive ecosystems and providing informat ion that  can
be used in land-use planning and decision making and in working
to maintain biodiversity; outcome of  federal and provincial
commitments to the Canadian Biodiversity St rategy

STATUS Vancouver Island completed 1997 and updated 2002, Sunshine Coast
to be completed by March 2004; Cent ral Okanagan completed

INDICATORS Environmental

State of  Environment Report ing
Corporate Planning Branch
BC Minist ry of  Water, Land & Air Protect ion
PO Box 9335, Stn Prov Govt ., Victoria  BC  V8W 9M1

CONTACT Dr. Linda Gilkeson, Head, State of  the Environment  Report ing Unit
(Phone) 250-387-9410   (Fax) 250-387-8894

EMAIL Linda.Gilkeson@gems3.gov.bc.ca

WEB wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/soerpt

DESCRIPTION Reports on indicators of  environmental status and t rends; informs
decisions by policy makers and individuals, educates the public

STATUS Environmental Trends in BC, 2002; other report ing projects in
progress

INDICATORS Environmental, Socio-Economic
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ACADEMIC PROJ ECTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Prince George Quality of  Life
Inst itute for Social Research and Evaluat ion
University of  Northern Brit ish Columbia
3333 University Way, Prince George, BC  V2N 4Z9

CONTACT Alex Michalos, Director
(Phone) 250-960-6697   (Fax) 250-960-5744

EMAIL michalos@unbc.ca

WEB web.unbc.ca/isre/pgpapers.html

DESCRIPTION Survey of  cit izen beliefs and at t itudes about  the quality of  life in
Prince George, Brit ish Columbia, Canada

STATUS Completed 1997

AREA Prince George Region

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

Tumbler Ridge Community Transit ion Survey
University of  Northern Brit ish Columbia
3333 University Way, Prince George, BC  V2N 4Z9

CONTACT Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography Program
Canada Research Chair in Rural and Small Town Studies
(Phone) 250-960-5826   (Fax) 250-960-5539

EMAIL halseth@unbc.ca

WEB web.unbc.ca/geography/faculty/greg/publicat ions/
2001Tumbler_Ridge_Survey_-_Summary_Report .pdf

DESCRIPTION To gather informat ion on the socio-demographic makeup of  the
community and its needs with respect  to services, local responses
to the t ransit ion planning act ivit ies thus far conducted, and to
gather suggest ions on future direct ions for community and
economic development  act ions

STATUS Completed March 2002

AREA Dist rict  of  Tumbler Ridge

INDICATORS Economic, Social
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NATIONAL PROJ ECTS IN CANADA

CanadaÕs Nat ional Environmental Indicator Series

SPONSOR Envi ronm ent  Canada
(Phone) 1-800-668-6767   (Fax)  819-953-2225

EMAIL enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca

WEB www.ec.gc.ca/soer-ree/English/Indicator_series/default .cfm

STATUS Ongoing

INDICATORS Environmental Canadian Stat ist ics

Canadian Stat ist ics

SPONSOR St at ist ics Canada
(Phone) 1-800-263-2236   (Fax) 1-877-287-4369

EMAIL info@statscan.ca

WEB www.statcan.ca/english/Pgdb/

STATUS Ongoing

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

Criteria and Indicators of  Sustainable Forest  Management  in Canada

SPONSOR Canadian Counci l  o f  Forest  M in ist ers
Simon Bridge
(Phone) 613-847-9034   (Fax)  613-947-9038

EMAIL sbridge@NRCan.gc.ca

WEB www.ccfm.org/3_e.html

STATUS Completed 2000

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

Environment  and Sustainable Development  Indicators Init iat ive

SPONSOR Nat ional  Roundt ab le on t he Env i ronm ent  and t he Econom y
Caroline Cahill
(Phone) 613-996-4501   (Fax) 613-992-7385

EMAIL cahillc@nrtee-t rnee.ca

WEB www.nrtee-t rnee.ca/eng/programs/Current_Programs/SDIndicators/
ESDI-Report /ESDI-Report -E.pdf

STATUS Ongoing

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental
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NATIONAL PROJ ECTS IN CANADA

Index of  Economic Well Being (IEWB)

SPONSOR Cent re f o r  t he St udy o f  Liv ing  St andards
Lars Osberg
(Phone) 904-494-6988   (Fax) 902-494-6917

EMAIL osberg@is.dal.ca

WEB www.csls.ca/iwb/iwb2002-p.pdf

STATUS Completed 2001

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

Measuring Social Well-Being: An Index of  Social Health for Canada

SPONSOR HRDC, App l ied  Research Branch, St rat eg ic Po l icy

EMAIL st ratpol@hrdc-drhc.gc.ca

WEB www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/sp-ps/arb-dgra/publicat ions/research/abr-97-
9e.shtml

STATUS Completed 1997

INDICATORS Economic, Social

Quality of  Life in Canada: A Cit izenÕs Report  Card

SPONSOR Canadian Po l icy  Research Net w ork
Judith Maxwell
(Phone)  613-567-7500  (Fax) 613-567-7640

EMAIL jmaxwell@cprn.org

WEB www.cprn.com/cprn.html

STATUS Completed 2001

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental

Quality of  Life Report ing System

SPONSOR Federat ion  o f  Canad ian M unicipal i t ies
(Phone) 613-241-5221  (Fax) 613-241-7440

EMAIL federat ion@fcm.ca

WEB www.fcm.ca/english/communicat ions/qol2001-e.PDF

STATUS Completed 2001

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental
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NATIONAL PROJ ECTS IN CANADA

Sustainability Report : Measuring Sustainability

SPONSOR York  Cent re f o r  App l ied  Sust ainab i l i t y

EMAIL mkeat ing@sust report .com

WEB www.sust report .org/home.html

STATUS Ongoing

INDICATORS Economic, Social, Environmental



48   TOOLS FOR CHA NGE  BC COM M UNITY INDICATORS RESOURCE GUIDE



TOOLS FOR CHA NGE  BC COM M UNITY INDICATORS RESOURCE GUIDE    49

INTERNET RESOURCES

Canada
Alberta Sustainability Trends 2000:
The GPI Account ing Project
www.pembina.org/pdf /publicat ions/gpi-
ab2000-t rends.pdf

Summarizes the results of  the Pembina
Inst ituteÕs project  to apply the Genuine
Progress Indicator (GPI) System of  Sustainable
Well-being Accounts to Alberta

Canadian Council on Social
Development  Ð Social Indicators
Site
www.ccsd.ca/soc_ind.html

Cent ral repository for Social Indicator
material on the Internet . Includes links to
Indicator-related sites in Canada and around
the globe

Canadian Sustainability
Indicators Netw ork (CSIN)
www.sustainabilit yindicators.org/
workgroups/CCP/
CanadianCommunityPract ice.html

Created March 2003 to focus on Canadian
issues related to indicators f rom perspect ive
of  Canadian pract it ioners

Edmonton LIFE: Local Indicators
for Excellence
www.edmspc.com/publicat ions.html

A collaborat ive, ongoing project  which
monitors health, social, economic and
environmental indicators

www.iisd.org/measure/compendium/

Global directory of  indicator init iat ives

Reality Check: The Canadian
Review  of  Wellbeing
www.gpiat lant ic.org/realit ycheck/

A quarterly newslet ter/publicat ion joint ly
produced by the Atkinson Charitable
Foundat ion and GPI At lant ic

Sustainable Calgary Ð
State of  Our City Report
www.sustainablecalgary.ca/projects/sooc/

In-depth look at  the health of  CalgaryÕs
living environment

Taking TorontoÕs Vital Signs:
The Toronto Community Indicator
Project   1998 Ð 2001
www.yorku.ca/ycas/projects/index.html

Developed and gathered data for
indicators to gauge the health of  the City
of  Toronto and the Greater Toronto Area
(GTA)

Genuine Progress Index (GPI)
At lant ic
www.gpiat lant ic.org

Nova Scot ia-based GPI At lant ic is a non-
prof it  research organizat ion, founded in
1997, commit ted to the development  of
the Genuine Progress Index (GPI) - a new
measure of  sustainabilit y, wellbeing and
qualit y of  life consist ing of  22 social,
economic and environmental components

Internat ional Inst itute for
Sustainable Development  Ð
Sustainable Development
Indicator Init iat ives
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INTERNET RESOURCES

United States
Jacksonville Community Council
Inc: A Model for Building a
Bet ter Community
www.jcci.org/casestudies.htm

Links to case studies of  indicator work
world-w ide

Oregon Progress Board
www.econ.state.or.us/opb/sitemap.htm

Extensive informat ion about  the innovat ive
Oregon Benchmarks tools and process and
Oregon Shines reports

Redef ining Progress
www.rprogress.org/

USA Non-prof it ; developed GPI model,
Ecological Footprint  and other sustainabilit y
indicators

Sustainable Seat t le
www.sustainableseat t le.org/Publicat ions/
40indicators.shtml

Non-prof it ; produced Indicators of
Sustainable Community Report  - 1998

Sustainable Communit ies Netw ork:
Inventories & Indicators
www.sustainable.org/creat ing/
indicators.html

Contact  list  of  organizat ions, related reading
& case studies Ð Canada, USA focus
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INTERNET RESOURCES

Internat ional
Aust ralian Centre on Quality of  Life
www.acqol.deakin.edu.au/index.htm

Facilitates research into qualit y of  life; co-
sponsor of  the Aust ralian Unity Wellbeing
index

Cascadia Scorecard
www.cascadiascorecard.org

An index of  seven key t rends (health,
economy, populat ion, energy, sprawl, forests,
and pollut ion) that  are shaping the future of
the Northwest  (Brit ish Columbia, Idaho,
Oregon, Washington, and western Montana)

Internat ional Sustainability
Indicators Netw ork (ISIN)
www.sustainabilit yindicators.org/index.html

Internat ional network and discussion forum
for people working on sustainabilit y indicator
init iat ives includes presentat ions made a
latest  meet ing Ð Toronto 2003

Internat ional Society for
Quality of  Life Studies (ISQOLS)
www.cob.vt .edu/market /isqols/

Promotes and encourages research in the
f ield of  Qualit y of  Life Studies



52   TOOLS FOR CHA NGE  BC COM M UNITY INDICATORS RESOURCE GUIDE

INTERNET RESOURCES

Other
Calvert -Henderson
www.calvert -henderson.com/

Qualit y of  Life Indicator method of
assessing nat ional t rends

Mark Anielski
www.anielski.com/Publicat ions.htm

Specialist  in sustainabilit y and qualit y
of  life measurement . In 2001 led
team at  Pembina Inst itute in
development  of  a prototype
sustainabilit y measurement  system
for the province of  Alberta called
Alberta Genuine Progress Indicators
(GPI) Sustainable Well-Being
Account ing System

Robert  Prescot t -Allen
Latest  Publicat ion: The Wellbeing of
Nat ions: A Count ry-by-Count ry Index
of  Qualit y of  Life and the
Environment . 2001.  Island Press.

www.idrc.ca

www.iucn.org
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